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The	COVID-19	Response	
NCHS	is	…	

– Accelerating	the	availability	of	our	statistics	

– Expanding	our	existing	surveys	

– Partnering	with	the	federal	statistical	community	



NCHS	Mortality	Data	
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Using	an	Existing	Online	Platform	for	COVID-19	Data:	
Research	and	Development	Survey	(RANDS)	
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Newly	Released	Hospital	Data	Shows	the	Progression	
of	COVID-19	from	Urban	to	Rural	Areas	
Inpatient	Encounters	with	Confirmed	COVID-19	by	Urban-Rural	Location		

and	Week,	From	Select	Hospitals	



Nowcasting,	or	
“predicting	the	present”	

Predicted	Number	of	Drug	Overdose	Deaths	By	Week		
2016-2021	



National	Health	and	Nutrition	Examination	Survey	

!  Continuous	household	survey	paired	
with	physical	exam	and	lab	tests	via	
the	Mobile	Examination	Center	

!  Provides	national	monitoring	of	
disease/condition	prevalence,	risk	
factors,	nutrition,	anthropometry,	
and	environmental	exposures	

!  Current	field	work	disruptions	due	to	
COVID-19	



Data	Linkages	at	NCHS	

Linkage Project Actual/
planned 
release dates 

Linked CMS Medicare data through 2018 April 2021 

Linked Mortality File with data through 2019 June 2021 

Linked End Stage Renal Disease data through 
2018 

July 2021 

Linked Housing and Urban Development Data 
through 2019 

August 2021 

Linked Veterans Affairs data through 2019 January 2022 

Linked Transformed Medicaid Statistical 
Information System(T-MSIS) through 2019 

July 2022 

Release	Schedule	2021	–	2022		



NCHS	Budget	Update	
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Budget Authority Public Health and Scientific Services Additional Resources 

“Additional Resources” include reimbursables from CDC and other agencies. 



National Vital Statistics System (NVSS) Modernization 

Data Access Improvements 

Data Science and Linkage Expansion 

Electronic Health Record (EHR) Collection and Storage 

National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) Innovation 

NCHS Data Modernization Projects 
NCHS	Data	Modernization	Projects	



Strategic	Planning	

Vision To be a world-class innovator and provider of health statistics 

Mission NCHS collects, analyzes, and disseminates timely, relevant, and 
accurate health statistics. Our statistics inform the public and 
guide program and policy decisions to improve our nation’s 
health. 

Core Values Accuracy—Quality—Trust—Integrity—Objectivity 



Questions?	


