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Committee on National Statistics (CNSTAT)

• Founded in 1972 as recommendation from 
Presidential Commission on Federal Statistics

• Members are appointed by National Academy of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
• Include statisticians, economists, methodologists, 

sociologists, computer scientists, etc. 

• The mission of CNSTAT is to provide advice to the 
federal government and the nation grounded in 
the current best scientific knowledge and 
practice that will lead to improved statistical 
methods and information upon which to base 
public policy. 
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Current CNSTAT Membership
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Robert Groves (chair), Georgetown 
University

Lawrence Bobo, Harvard University

Anne C. Case, Princeton University

Mick Couper, University of Michigan

Janet Currie, Princeton University

Diana Farrell, JP Morgan Chase 
Institute

Erica L. Groshen, Cornell University

Hilary Hoynes, University of 
California, Berkeley

Robert Goerge, Chapin Hall

Daniel Kifer, Pennsylvania State 
University

Sharon Lohr, Arizona State 
University (retired)

Jerome Reiter, Duke University

Judith Seltzer, UCLA (emerita)

C. Matthew Snipp, Stanford 
University

Elizabeth A. Stuart, Johns Hopkins

Jeannette Wing, Columbia 
University

Note: all members serve pro bono
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“P&P”—The first Six Editions

1992 — 27 pp.

2001 — 44 pp.

2005 — 66 pp.

2009 — 123 pp.

2017 — 156 pp.

2013 — 166 pp.
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Origins of the First Edition

• Congressional staff and cabinet departments inquired about 

what constitutes an effective statistical agency 

• CNSTAT recognized that statistical agencies are sometimes 

confronted with inappropriate requests for confidential 

information or to put a policy spin on press releases 

of data

• Statistical agencies in our decentralized system must operate 

under policies and guidance of many departments of 

government and congressional committees, and not all officials 

are knowledgeable about proper practices for federal statistics

• Objectivity has been threatened at various agencies at various 

times
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INTRODUCTION

• THE VALUE OF NATIONAL STATISTICS IN THE 
UNITED STATES
• How Statistical Information Powers Government and 

Policy-Making

• The Costs and Benefits of Federal Statistics

• Federal Statistics as a Public Good

• FEDERAL STATISTICAL AGENCIES AND UNITS

• THE COMMITTEEE ON NATIONAL STATISTICS 
AND THIS REPORT
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PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLE 1: RELEVANCE TO POLICY 
ISSUES AND SOCIETY

Federal statistical agencies must 
provide objective, accurate, and timely 
information that is relevant to 
important public policy issues.
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PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLE 2: CREDIBILITY AMONG 
DATA USERS AND STAKEHOLDERS

Federal statistical agencies must have 
credibility with those who use their 
data and information.
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PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLE 3: TRUST AMONG THE 
PUBLIC AND DATA PROVIDERS

Federal statistical agencies must have 
the trust of those whose information 
they obtain.
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PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLE 4: INDEPENDENCE FROM 
POLITICAL AND OTHER UNDUE 
EXTERNAL INFLUENCE

Federal statistical agencies must be 
independent from political and other 
undue external influence in developing, 
producing, and disseminating statistics.
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PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLE 5: CONTINUAL 
IMPROVEMENT AND INNOVATION

Federal statistical agencies must 
continually seek to improve and 
innovate their processes, methods, and 
statistical products to better measure 
an ever changing world.
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Practices

1. A Clearly Defined and Well-Accepted 
Mission

2. Necessary Authority and Procedures to 
Protect Independence

3. Commitment to Quality and Professional 
Standards of Practice

4. Professional Advancement of Staff
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Practices

5. An Active Research Program 

6. Strong Internal and External Evaluation 
Processes for an Agency’s Statistical 
Programs

7. Coordination and Collaboration with Other 
Statistical Agencies
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Practices

8. Respect for Data Providers and Protection 
of Their Data 

9. Dissemination of Statistical Products that 
Meet Users’ Needs

10. Openness about Sources and Limitations 
of the Data Provided
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Appendix A. Legislation and Regulations That 
Govern Federal Statistics

LEGAL AUTHORITY OF OMB OVER FEDERAL STATISTICS

OMB STATISTICAL POLICY DIRECTIVES

OMB GUIDANCE FOR SURVEYS, FEDERAL STATISTICS, AND 
EVIDENCE BUILDING

LAWS AND OMB GUIDANCE ON CONFIDENTIALITY AND 
PRIVACY PROTECTION 

LAWS AND GUIDANCE RELATED TO INFORMATION QUALITY 
AND THE FEDERAL DATA STRATEGY

INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON STATISTICAL POLICY 
DOCUMENTS 
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Appendix B.  Organization of the Federal 
Statistical System

OVERVIEW 

U.S. OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

PRINCIPAL STATISTICAL AGENCIES

OTHER AGENCIES WITH STATISTICAL 
OFFICIALS 

OMB-RECOGNIZED STATISTICAL UNITS 
UNDER CIPSEA 
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Appendix C. Some International Frameworks 
Relevant for U.S. Federal Statistics 

UNITED NATIONS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

THE COMMON QUALITY FRAMEWORK OF 
THE EUROPEAN STATISTICAL SYSTEM

QUALITY FRAMEWORK FOR OECD 
STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES 

UK CODE OF PRACTICE FOR STATISTICS

GENERIC STATISTICAL BUSINESS PROCESS 
MODEL 
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Interactive Resource
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Many Thanks to our Core Sponsors!!!

COMMERCE: BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

EDUCATION: NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS

ENERGY: ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

HHS: AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALITY, NATIONAL 
CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS, NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING, OFFICE 
OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND EVALUATION

HUD: OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH

DOJ: BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS

DOL:  BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

DOT: BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS

NSF: METHODOLOGY, MEASUREMENT, AND STATISTICS PROGRAM; 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING STATISTICS

SSA: OFFICE OF RESEARCH, EVALUATION, AND STATISTICS

TREASURY: STATISTICS OF INCOME DIVISION, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

USDA: ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE, NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
SERVICE
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Recent and Forthcoming Reports
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Coming Soon!
Transparency in Statistical Information for the National Center 
for Science and Engineering Statistics and All Federal Statistical 
Agencies

Understanding the Aging Workforce and Employment at Older 
Ages

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/26040/measuring-convergence-in-science-and-engineering-proceedings-of-a-workshop
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/26101/a-satellite-account-to-measure-the-retail-transformation-organizational-conceptual
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25976/high-and-rising-mortality-rates-among-working-age-adults


COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL STATISTICS

Thank You!

Brian Harris-Kojetin, Ph.D., 
CNSTAT Director bkojetin@nas.edu

Link to report and other resources:
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/7th-edition-of-principles-and-

practices-for-a-federal-statistical-agency

CNSTAT Website 
http://www.nationalacademies.org/cnstat

All reports are available at the National Academies Press 

http://www.nap.edu
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