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What we will cover today: 
•  AIES Background & Drivers 
•  Overarching Goals & Timeline 
•  Teams & Stakeholders 
•  Internal & External Communication 
•  Sampling Requirements 
•  Content Harmonization 
•  Research & Testing Activities 



•  National	Academy	of	Sciences	(NAS)	panel	studied	our	annual	
economic	surveys	and	provided	Econ	leadership	with	
recommendations.		

•  Small	Econ	group,	with	representations	from	the	various	
divisions,	reviewed	the	recommendations	and	selected	which	
ones	to	implement.			

• Main	drivers	of	this	effort	include:		
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Background & Drivers 
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What is the Annual Integrated Economic 
Survey? 



Transitioning	of	Annual	Programs	
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•  Survey	Year	2021	
•  Annual	Survey	of	Manufacturers	(ASM)	
•  Report	of	Organization	

•  Survey	Year	2022	
•  Annual	Retail	Trade	Survey	(ARTS)	
•  Annual	Wholesale	Trade	Survey	(AWTS)	
•  Service	Annual	Survey	(SAS)	
•  Annual	Capital	Expenditures	Survey	(ACES)	
•  Manufacturers’	Unfilled	Orders	Survey	(M3UFO)	
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AIES Stakeholders 
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AIES	Internal	Communication	

•  Teams	Channel	created	to		
						communicate	info	and	ask		
						questions	

•  More	frequent	updates	via	
email	and	meetings	to	keep	
Econ	up-to-date.	
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AIES	External	Communication	

!  Content	Summary		

!  Instruction	Manual	

!  Preview	Survey	Questions	

!  Transition	language	developed	for	
legacy	annual	surveys	

!  External	Communication	Plan	

External	website	is	live!	www.census.gov/aies	



Sampling	Design	Requirements	

National	
• Revenue/Receipts,	Annual	
Payroll,	Inventories,	Capital	
Expenditures…	

• Disaggregated	industry	(NAICS)	
levels	
•  Differs	by	sector	
•  4-digit	NAICS,	5-digit	NAICS,	6-digit	
NAICS	

Subnational	
•  Revenue/Receipts,	Annual	Payroll,	
1st	Quarter	Payroll,	Employment	

•  Region,	Division,	State	
• Aggregated	NAICS	levels	(2	and	3-
digit)	

• Aggregated	NAICS	level	(2	through	
4-digit	manufacturing	only)	

•  Recommended	sample	size	for	the	2023	AIES	–	385,000	companies	
•  Plan	to	refresh	the	sample	every	2-3	years	 10	



Created	a	
repository	

Organized	
content		

Gathered	input	
from	

stakeholders	

Reviewed	each	
item	

Content	Harmonization	
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• What	were	the	
total	sales	of	
merchandise	
and	other	
operating	
receipts	for	this	
firm	in	2021?	
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• What	were	this	
firm’s	TOTAL	
sales	and	
operating	
revenue	in	
2021?*	

• What	were	this	
firm’s	sales	and	
other	operating	
receipts	in	
2021?	
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• What	were	the	
revenues	for	
this	firm	in	
2021?	

• What	was	the	
total	value	of	
products	
shipped	and	
other	receipts	
for	this	
establishment?	

• What	were	the	
sales,	
shipments,	
receipts,	or	
revenue?**	

• What	were	the	
total	sales,	
shipments,	
receipts,	or	
revenue	in	
2021?	
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*Agents,	Brokers,	Representatives	and	Electronic	Markets	
**	Added	establishments	

Content	Harmonization	-	Revenue	
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Research	&	Testing	

Start:		March	2022	
Findings:		Sept	2022	

Start:		February	2023	
Findings:		June	2023	

Start:	September	2023	
Findings:	December	2023	

78	recruited	companies	
(62	provided	data)	

Mailed	to	868	companies	
(As	of	8/18/23,	510	have	
provided	data)	

Planned	mail	to	approx.	8,300	
companies	

Qualtrics	 Excel	spreadsheet	
Centurion-rendered	
instrument	

See	if	companies	would/could	
actually	report	to	the	
questions	we	were	asking	

•  Test	all	collection	units	in	
one	survey	

•  More	accurate	measures	of	
burden	

•  Instrument	performance	
•  More	information	on	

burden	
•  Maximize	enterprise	

partnerships	
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Email:			
Econ	AIES	Project	Managers	List	
(econ.aies.project.managers.list@census.gov)	

Have	Questions?	
Want	more	information?	

Website:			
Census.gov/aies	


