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January 9, 2024

Senator Jeanne Shaheen, Chair Senator Jerry Moran, Ranking Member
Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee
Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Hal Rogers, Chairman Rep. Matt Cartwright, Ranking Member
Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Shaheen, Ranking Member Moran, Chairman Rogers, and Ranking Member
Cartwright,

On behalf of The Census Project, a broad-based coalition of business, civic, human
services, state and local government, and academic groups committed to supporting the
U.S. Census Bureau’s mission to produce full, fair, complete, and accurate data, we are
writing to reiterate our support for ensuring the agency receives the highest possible
level of funding in the final Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS)
appropriations bill. In addition, we are writing to oppose the inclusion of any proposals
in the final measure that would use the Census Bureau as an offset to fund other
programs in the CIJS bill.

As you know, the current continuing resolution (CR) maintains support for the Census
Bureau at its FY 2023 funding level through February 2, 2024. While we are pleased
Congress and the Administration avoided a government shutdown by enacting a short-
term agreement that sustains operations at the U.S. Census Bureau, we are concerned
that uncertainty surrounding the final outcome of the FY 2024 CJS bill adversely affects
the agency’s ability to properly ramp up its preparations for conduct of the next
constitutionally mandated decennial census.

As noted in a September 5, 2023 letter signed by more than 90 national, state, and local
organizations, we are already a third of the way into the 2030 Census cycle. In FY 2024,
the Bureau will choose a design and release an initial operational plan for the 2030
Census—decisions that will affect every facet of the next decennial. Sound investments
now will help to ensure the future success and cost efficiency of the 2030 Census by
reducing the risk of requiring unplanned, additional funding in the peak planning years
later in the decade. In addition, increased funding will enable the Bureau to pursue a
thoughtful research agenda to ensure the 2030 Census is inclusive, cost effective, and
accurate.

www.TheCensusProject.org
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Stable, robust funding beginning mid-decade is imperative for the Census Bureau to fulfill its
mandate of launching and conducting the next decennial—the nation’s largest peacetime
civilian intiative. As we learned in the run up to the 2020 count, postponing planning for
decennial operations introduces greater risk to a successful outcome.

Another factor further complicating the Census Bureau’s FY 2024 funding outlook is the threat
posed by proposals in the U.S. House of Representatives that would use funding intended for
the Census Bureau to offset increases for other programs in the CJS bill. One proposal would
divert $41 million from the Census Bureau to the RECOMPETE economic development pilot
program. Since the House FY 2024 CJS bill is already $131 million below the agency’s enacted
level and $252 million below the President’s request, we strongly urge the conferees to reject
provisions in the final measure that would use the Census Bureau as a funding offset.

Thank you for considering our views as you negotiate a final FY 2024 CJS appropriations bill. We
appreciate the complexities and challenges around the FY 2024 process and are eager to be of
assistance.

Sincerely,
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